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DATA & APPLICATIONS 

EOSDIS DAACs
SEDAC is one of twelve NASA Earth Observing 
System Data and Information System (EOSDIS) 
Distributed Active Archive Centers (DAACs) 
 

To learn more about data and tools available from EOSDIS,  
go to earthdata.nasa.gov.

Overview 

Also known as “anthromes” or “human biomes,” the 
anthropogenic biomes data sets describe the ter-
restrial biosphere in its contemporary, human-altered 
form using global ecosystem units defined by pat-
terns of sustained direct human interaction. Twenty-
one global anthropogenic biomes are described (Ellis 
and Ramankutty, 2008), based on population density, 
land use, and vegetation cover, grouped into six 
categories-dense settlements, villages, croplands, 
rangeland, forested, and wildlands.

About the Data

• Version 1 of the data set describes globally-
significant ecological patterns within the terrestrial 
biosphere caused by sustained direct human 
interaction with ecosystems, including agriculture, 
urbanization, forestry and other land uses circa 
2001–2006.

• Version 2 of the data set (1700–2000, Ellis et al 
2010), describes historical transformations within 
the terrestrial biosphere caused by sustained 
direct human interaction with ecosystems, 
including agriculture and urbanization. Between 
1700 and 2000, the terrestrial biosphere made 
the critical transition from mostly wild to mostly 
anthropogenic, passing the 50% mark early in the 
20th century.

• Users can download each data set as one global 
raster or as a raster for each of the six populated 
continents. The data are available in GeoTiff and 
Esri grid formats.

Data Access 

Go to bit.ly/22YaBLq to download data, maps, and 
information.
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